SEA WATCH

(Gerald Dratch, Mote Marine Laboratory volunteer

Stone Crab

Infragrder Brachyura (true crabl-Menippe mercenaria-Family Xanthidae

In the trua crab only, the skelstal plate above the mouth is fused to the
chitonous shell, or carapace. The classification of crabs is subject to dif-
fering opinions.
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Color; Adults reddish- aned that declawed crak
brown and spotted grey or bolies must be returnesd o
white; claw tips dark brown o black. the waler.

Clavaea: Tweo posser il aned dispropor- & Hesearchers found that a pincer claw

tionately large claws, which constiiate will change 10 a crusher if the criginal
approximately one-half the body weight — crusher is o, sugeesting that the
in acdult mdividuals, crusgher is the major claw,

* [egal sige claws are removed al a specialized joint This is because the crab
has the ability to deliberately lose an appendage withowt harm and re-grow tha
appendage Guiciomy).

= Addult stone crabs are able to regenerate approximately 70 percent of ths
original claw size in the first moll and reach 100 percent of that size o the sub-
seruent maold.

® [arge juvenile males moll 243 Gimes per vearn, principally in midsummer
through late fall. Mature males melt af least once per year, during winter, Moss
mabure females medl in spring and fall.

& Male atone crabs mate with females anly immediately after the females malt,
and males must be i the intermoll phase when they mate,

& Stone crabs are high-level predators in our waters, and often exhibic a prefers-

ence for bivahees,




